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. 18 November 1960

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Direetor/Support
SUBJECT 1 History of the CIA Cornerstone Box

Fallowing the symbolic placing of tle Cornerstone Box at the
ieying of the CIA Cornerstone by the President of the United States,
Dwight D. Eisenhower, on 3 November 199, the box wves remowved from
its niteh and taken into sustody until sueh time as the Cornerstone
was permanently emplared. At that time, the Cornerstone Box contained
only that material whiech was listed in the progrem of the Ceremony,
ninue the mierofilm of the newspapers of 3 Hovember, the tepe recording
of the Cornerstone Ceremony, and the plotographs of that occasion.

2., Deapite the Director®s jcking remerk to the President {(recorded
on the tape) that the contents of the lox were "secret", there were no
classified documents in the Cornerstone Fox. Prior to the ceremony,
careful eonsideration had been given to the documents vhich were to be
included in the Box. After consultaticn with the Deputy Directors and

the Inspeator General, Mr. Walter Pforzheimer, the Curator of the CIA

Historical Intelligence Callection, haé dravm up & list of proposed

materials for inclusion in the Box, subject to the approval of Mr. Dulles, P
Xoeluded on the list were & considerasble number of elassified documents,
largely in the field of National Estimstes. It wap finally determi
not to inelude any classified materisl in the Corperstone Box at th
time of the Ceremony, and that the vhole subject of classified co

of eontroi the Security Office would have over the new bullding
the box wus finally put into the Cornerstone. Iate in Septemby
the contractors sdvisad that they were virtually at the point fhé
they would deeire to lay the Cornerstone permmoently. At that! ¢

&t the reqmast of the Office of the DDF, there was adiled to the @&
of the Box those medals which are swexded for distingulshed sex'ﬂt.e
in the field of intelligence, nsmely: the National Security Medal.
the DAstinguished Intelligence Cross, the Distinguished: Intelligeme uam,
the Intelligence Star, and the Intelligense Medal of Merit; together:

with a deseription of these medals urd the certificates which

accoEpany them when awarded; and alsc a eopy of the Certificate of

Mowit with Distinction end the Certificatz of Merit. The ecmplete

1ist of the coutents of the Cornersiorne Box is appended &s Tab A.

3. At this time, reconsideration was aleo given to the proper
preservation of the eontents of the Cornevstone Box and its ultimate
cenling. There had been & gensral feellng that tha eopper box, furnished
iy whe srvhitects, vwas not of the desirsd standsxd. It was rather too
il for the contents, and its copper was not suffieciently siieck o
yilthatand the pecessary wvelding of the top without sericusly shax ing
the paperp entlosed. Qn the other band, it hed to be of the zorzuet
zizge to £i% into the riche provided ‘or 1t behind the Corper. (.one
glne, For these resacns, Mr. H. Gutos Lloyd, Assistant Depu’ Di.otox/
Srpport, mide avrangesonts, through vhe CTA Teechniorsl Sewviecs Division,
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. with the Kational Bureau of Stenderds to prepare a new eopper box,
vhose sldes are about an eighth of an inch thick. The box has been
constructed from thirty pounds of eopper. The magnetic tape recording
of the Cornerstone Ceremony and the formel opening of the contractors®
bids on the building has been placed in a steel box with a quarter inch
steel plate on top and bottom, end a 1/8 inch steel plate on the sides.
A description of the Cornerstone Box end its preparation, written by
the Bureau of Standards, is attached herevith as Tab B.

k. On 20 Cctober 1960, Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Pforzheimer, acec ed
by two 'members of the Technical Services Division staff, 25X1
25X1 |went t0:.the Kational Buresu o

aod placed the material In the Cornerstone Box. The Bm: cover was .
then welded into place by Burean of Standerds employees. This' ‘
process vas uader the gopervision of George A. Ellinger, Chief of
the Corrosion Seetion, Mastellurgy Division, National Bureasu of
Standards, and Melvin Romenoff of his staff. Pietures of the ceremony
were taken. The copper box was then buffed by Mr. Zieds, also a
Bureau employee. Irseribed on the top of the Box 1s an instruetion
vhich reads as follows:

Top

To Open:

Cut Carefully Resx Top

Do Wot Use Toreh

5. 0n 2 November, Colonel L. K. White, Deputy Diractor/Support,
sgeompanied by M. Lloyd and Mr. Pforgzheimer, inserted the Cornerstone
Box into its niteh, end the Cornerstone was then lowered into place.
Many of the participants, whieh pigo ineluded Mr. Jemes A. Garrison,
Direstor of Logisties, kr. y Chief of the Building
Planning Steff, send other Eembe helr staff, a8 well as
reprasentatives of the erchitects a&d contmtom, throw lueky pennies
into the niteh with the Box. Photographs were teken.

25X1

Valter Pforrheifer {
Curstor/Historieal Intelligence.
Collection

" CONFIDENTIAL
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COBTENLS OF CORMERSTOHE BOX

Copy of Memorendum for President Frenklin D. Roosewelt from Ma jor
General Williem J. Donoven, Director of the Office of Strategic Services,
dated 18 November 1944, regarding the establishment of a permenent
centralized intelligence serviee and copy of Memorandum from President
Roosevelt to General Donovan, dated 5 April 1945, direeting that
General Donovan discuss his plan with the appropriate officials of the
Government.

Copy of President Harry S. Truman’s Executive letter of 22 January
1946, establishing the Hational Intelligence Authority and the Centrel
Intelligenae Group.

Statement of General (then Lieutenant General) Hoyt S. Vandenterg,
Direotor of Central Intelligence, before the Senate Committee on Armed
Services, on 29 April 1947, in Support of the seetions of the proposed
Fational Seeurity Ast of 1947 to establish the Central Intelligence
Agency .

A Text and Explanation of Statutes and Executive Orders relating

speeifically to the Central Intelligence Ageney, ineluding Enabling
and Approprietions Acts for the construetion of the new CIA Building.

Reproduetion of the CIA gesl and ite official deseription.

"William J. Donovan and the National Security." A speech by
Allen W. Dulles, Director of Central Intelligence, t0 the Erie
County Bar Association, Buffalo, New York, 4 May 1959.

Aerial photographs of the area of the CIA Building site at the
time of the Corperstone Ceremony .

Copy of the architect's draving of the CIA Bullding as it will
appear vhen completed.

Invitation to the ceremony, eopy of the Program, tape recording
of the proeeedings, selected photographs of the ceremony, and copy of
pamphlet entitled "The Cornerstone Ceremony,” eontaining the speeches
made on the oecasion.

A mierofilm of Washington end northern Virginia and newspapers for @

3 November 1959 (the dete of the ceremony), and selected artiecles from
subsequent issues (4-6 November) eoncerning the ceremony.

thenm vhen swarded; and also g copy of the Certifiecate of Merit wvith

" Msatinetion and the Certifieate of Merit.

CIA INTERFEAL USE ONLY
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Method of Conatruction of Metal Boxes

Used to Contain Theee Articles

The stesl box vwhich contains the magnetie tape was coustructed
from AlLS] pumber 1020 steel. The plates for the sides, top and
bottom of the box and eover were cut to size and all edges ground.
The scems in the box end cover were joined by the electriec are
wald methed. |

The outer container wes fabricated from eopper plates which
vere Joined by Heliare welds (inert gae tungsten are method).

The container was lived with esbestos peper (dried at 1059C for
48 hours), the eontents inserted in the box and the 1id vas welded
in plece. During the operation of sealing the 411&, the container
mimmdinvateruptomeimhfmthetopinomrto
reduee the temperature inside the box.

Frior to sealing the copper bux, the seme operamtions were
performed on a dummy box which contained similur artieles. Before
opening the box to exemine the contents, 1t was totally immersed in
water to ehmk for leakege.

The box wes made and sealed at the Fationsl Bureau of Standerds.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGION

July 2k, 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJECT: CIA Occupancy of the New Bullding
in Meleen, Virginia

For your information thare is enclosed a recomnende-
tion on the subject as excerpted from the report mede
to the President on July 18, 1961 by the President's
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Boerd.

Bafore the recommendation is presented to thes Presi-
dent for final action, it would be appreciated if you
would swomit your views and eomments therecn.

It is requested that your views and comments be

provided to this office and to the Prasident's Forelgn
Intelligence Advisory Board by August 21, 1961.

s/

McGeorge Bundy

Enclosure

et The President's Foreign Intelligence
Advisory Board
(Attention: Mr. J. Patrick Coyne)
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/ THE VHITE HOUGE

“The Board recommeands thet sction alould be taken
at the earlisst poanible date to samoe that the Central Intellipgence
Agescy's plana for the cecupmwy of the new building in ¥alswn,
Virginia ave feasidie. (Ve believe there are wvalid gquestions
that amy be railsed about these plans. In partiouisr, there are
gusstions shout soviag all of the e¢landestinme activities int: the
atlding. ¥We recommnd scourdingly that these Plans be
revisved afuinistratively, and that a feesidility study be wade
a8 o the possiblility of housing all of the clamdestine functions,
¢ soue part therecl, in ancthe:r place. We belisve it way be
appropriate to house In the osw Bdlding scaw of the aon-clandestine
marwmmmwymmmwm
to be relocated ¢o other daildings in Washington.)"

H .
e,
W
-
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